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Considerable research has shown that children with a parent who 

offends, or who is in prison, are at greater risk of mental illness, 

social isolation, behavioural issues, and reduced educational 

prospects. The emotional trauma that these children experience and 

the practical difficulties of a disrupted family life are often 

compounded by the negative social stigma that these children face. 

Over a series of presentations, the CAPO team will hit the road with 

the goal of presenting to agencies across the state, showcasing 

training and support resources available to address the needs of this 

very vulnerable group within society. 

This Roadshow will also provide an opportunity for Tasmanian 

agencies to work collaboratively sharing their knowledge and 

experiences to focus a common goal of supporting children affected 

by parental offending at all stages of the criminal justice system.  

 



  
Children Affected by Parental Offending 

Considerable research has shown that children with a parent 

who offends, or who is in prison, are at greater risk of mental 

illness, social isolation, behavioural issues, and reduced 

educational prospects. The emotional trauma that these 

children experience, and the practical difficulties of a 

disrupted family life are often compounded by the negative 

social stigma that these children face. 

This is a very real problem in Tasmania, and one that is 

multifaceted and difficult to address. Over the past 12 

months, a group of government and non-government 

agencies have been working collaboratively in order to 

improve the quality of life for children and families affected 

by the offending behaviour of a loved one. The commitment 

to work together to support this vulnerable group of children 

has resulted in some great outcomes. The identification and 

sharing of resources and the creation of professional training 

and familiarisation programs has been outstanding.  

While this information has been disseminated well within the 

Hobart region, the working group, Children Affected by 

Parental Offending (CAPO), is conscious that these 

resources would also be of significant benefit to many 

agencies throughout Tasmania. To this end CAPO plan to 

conduct a Roadshow in North and North West of the state. 

These presentations will be tailored to suit the needs of the 

various organisations who work with children affected by 

parental offending. 

During a three-hour presentation the team will showcase the 

training and support resources available and aim to marshal 

the existing resources of our agencies to productively focus 

on this very vulnerable segment of society. 

 
The CAPO team is made up of professionals from Onesimus Foundation, 

The Salvation Army Communities for Children, Save the Children, JusTas, 

Catholic Care, Lady Gowrie, Tasmania Police, Communities Tasmania, 

Tasmanian Government Department of Education, Department of Human 

Services and the Department of Justice Community Corrections and 

Tasmania Prison Service. 

 

Contacts 

Katie Murray 

Child Safety and  

Wellbeing Liaison Officer 

Strong Families, Safe Kids Advice and 

Referral Line  

St Johns Park, New Town TAS  

Phone: 0447 525808   

katie.murray@communities.tas.gov.au  

(Works Monday to Thursday) 

 

Teresa Pockett 

Student Support Leader 

Learning Services  

Department of Education 

30 Raminea Rd. Lindisfarne, TAS  

Phone: 03 61656469  

teresa.pockett@education.tas.gov.au 

 

Julie Bunyard 

Family Consultant 

Integrated Offender Management 

Tasmania Prison Service 

Phone: 03 6165 7179 

Julie.bunyard@justice.tas.gov.au 

PO Box 24, Lindisfarne TAS 7015 

 

Grant Herring  

Manager  

Social Programs Development 

The Salvation Army 250  

Liverpool Street, Hobart, TAS 7000 

Phone: 03 6270 0308 

grant.herring@aus.salvationarmy.org 

 

Norm Reed 

Executive Officer 

Onesimus Foundation 

Phone: 0401690954 

norm.reed@onesimus.org.au 

550 East Derwent Hwy, Risdon Vale 

TAS 7016 
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